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COMPARISON SUMMARY OF TRIBAL SPECIFIC PROVISIONS IN  
H.R. 8467 - FARM, FOOD, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 20241 

AND THE RURAL PROSPERITY AND FOOD AND SECURITY ACT OF 20242  
 
 

Title I — Commodities - House Title I — Commodities - Senate 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle A—Commodity Policy SEC. 1102.  BASE ACRES. 
• Creates a one-time opportunity for beginning, veteran or socially 

disadvantaged farmers (including Tribal farmers) to increase their 
base acres for commodity program eligibility, not to exceed an 
addition of 160 acres. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E—Supplemental and Emergency Agricultural Disaster 
Assistance Programs 
SEC. 1503. EMERGENCY RELIEF PROGRAM  

• Makes the pandemic-era authorized and funded Emergency Relief 
Program permanent, requires participation in Federal Crop 
Insurance or NAP for eligibility, 75% coverage eligibility for 
underserved producers (including Tribal producers). 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Administration SEC. 1704. ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME 
LIMITATION. 

• Exempts underserved producers (including Tribal producers) from 
maximum adjusted gross income threshold of $700,000 for 
commodity program benefit eligibility.  

 
1 As adopted (Including amendments) by the House Agriculture Committee on May 24, 2024. 
2 As introduced by the Senate Agriculture Committee Majority on November 18, 2024. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8467/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/5335
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• Authorizes waiver authority for the Secretary for environmentally 
sensitive lands on a case-by-case basis. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Administration SEC. 1706. LEGAL ENTITIES. 
• Creates Tribal parity, recognizing legal entities formed under 

Tribal Law as eligible for and subject to commodity payment 
limitations. 

Title II — Conservation- House Title II — Conservation- Senate 

Subtitle A—Definitions SEC. 2001. DEFINITIONS 
•  Amends to mirror language used in the Indian Self-

determination and Education Act at 25 USC 5304(e). 

Subtitle A -- SEC. 2001. DEFINITIONS.  
• Defines "Indian Land" eligible for conservation program 

enrollment to include Tribal trust land, restricted land, fee land 
held by a Tribe or individual Tribal members, certain Hawaiian 
Homelands, lands held by majority-owned Tribal entities or 
corporations offering services, or any combination of lands 
described.  

• Defines Indian Tribe consistent with the Federally Recognized 
Indian Tribe List Act of 1994. 

• Includes Native Hawaiian Organizations as eligible and defined as 
private non-profits that serve the interest of Hawaiians, with 
Native Hawaiians holding positions in the non-profit, and is 
recognized by the Governor of Hawaii as being for the benefit of 
Native Hawaiians. 

• Defines Tribal organization consistent with the definition in 
ISDEAA. 
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Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program SEC 
2101. DEFINITIONS.  

• Makes Tribes eligible partners across all CRP programs. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program (including Farmable Wetland 
Program) SEC. 2201. CONSERVATION RESERVE. 

• Amends the law to include Tribal lands with conservation or 
environmental protection requirements under Tribal law as 
eligible for enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program (including Farmable Wetland 
Program) SEC. 2202. CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAM. 

• Authorizes Tribal Organization and Native Hawaiian Organizations 
as eligible partners for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program (including Farmable Wetland 
Program) SEC. 2204. SPECIAL PROGRAMS  

• Recognizes Tribal Organizations in addition to Tribes as eligible for 
CLEAR 30 contracts.  

• Authorizes Tribes in parity with State and Federal agencies to 
carry out the maintenance of a CLEAR 30 contract for the 
Conservation Reserve Program. 



 
 

Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty – Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative 
4 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program (including Farmable Wetland 
Program) SEC. 2205. CONSERVATION RESERVE EASEMENTS  

• Adds Tribal Organizations and Native Hawaiian Organizations as 
eligible partners for Conservation Reserve Easements 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Conservation Reserve Program (including Farmable Wetland 
Program) SEC. 2205. CONSERVATION RESERVE EASEMENTS. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to delegate management, monitoring, 
and enforcement to Tribal governments and Tribal conservation 
and natural resource management organizations 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Conservation 
Stewardship Program PART – I  
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM SEC. 2302. 
DEFINITIONS.  

• Authorizes the development of priority resource concerns at the 
Tribal level on Tribal Lands. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Conservation 
Stewardship Program PART I -  
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM SEC. 2303. 
ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION. 

• Requires Secretary's State Designee to consult with NRCS Tribal 
Conservation Advisory Councils to designate 10 conservation 
practices for increased payments on Indian lands under certain 
conditions. 
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• Authorizes additional conditions of practice, furthering Tribal 
climate adaptation and resilience planning. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Conservation 
Stewardship Program PART II – CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM SEC. 2311. DEFINITIONS. 

• Creates mechanism for development of Tribal priority resource 
concerns on Indian lands in the Conservation Stewardship 
Program. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Conservation 
Stewardship Program PART II – CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM SEC. 2312. STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTS.  

• Amends the criteria the Secretary may use to rank contract offers 
to limit the “other consistent criteria” to that necessary to ensure 
that the program effectively  

o (1) targets improvements to soil health, increases carbon 
sequestration, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions; 
and  

o (2) addresses other national, State, Tribal, and local 
priority resource concerns. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Other Conservation Programs SEC. 2401. WATERSHED 
PROTECTION AND FLOOD PREVENTION ACT.  
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS; DECLARATION OF POLICY. SEC. 2. 
DEFINITIONS. (2) LOCAL ORGANIZATION.  



 
 

Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty – Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative 
6 

• Authorizes Tribes and Tribal Organizations with authority to carry 
out, maintain and operate as eligible to participate in Watershed 
Protection and Flood Prevention efforts 

Subtitle D—Conservation Stewardship Program SEC. 2303. STATE 
ASSISTANCE FOR SOIL HEALTH. 

• Makes Tribes eligible entities to participate in soil health 
program.  

• States and Tribes with climate action plans that include 
soil health provisions will be prioritized.  

• Grants must not supplant other funding; grants capped at 
$5M or 75% of the total cost, whichever is lower.  

• Tribe may be incorporated into a State’s application at 
Tribe’s discretion. 

•  Annual audits required; non-compliance will disqualify 
from future grants in this section.  Administrative costs are 
capped at 7%. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Other Conservation Programs SEC. 2403. EMERGENCY 
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS.  

• Designates Tribes as eligible to request additional emergency 
watershed protection measures for specified natural disasters. 

Subtitle E—OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS SEC. 2404. 
VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS AND HABITAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

• Renews funding for public access to lands covered by 
wetland reserve easements under Voluntary Public 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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Access/Habitat Incentive Program. o Tribal eligibility was 
authorized under previous Farm Bill provisions and is 
unchanged. 

Subtitle E—OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS SEC. 2407. 
EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROGRAM.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to enter into contracts with 
landowners and agreements with states, 
nongovernmental organizations, and Indian Tribes to 
restore appropriate vegetative cover, hydrological 
functions, and other functions and values of land subject 
to a floodplain easement acquired under the emergency 
watershed program.  

• The Secretary may also monitor, maintain and enhance 
appropriate vegetative cover, hydrological restoration, 
and other restoration measures on land subject to a 
floodplain easement acquired under the program. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle F—FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION SEC. 2503. 
DELIVERY OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.  

• Adds the authority for states and Tribes to be a nonfederal 
certifying entity for third-party technical assistance 
certification.  

• Requires that the Secretary make public numbers related 
to how many Tribes have been certified as a non-federal 
certifying entity and how many third-party technical 

Subtitle E—Funding and Administration. SEC. 2502. DELIVERY OF 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.  

• Requires the Secretary to consult with Tribes, Tribal Organizations 
and Native Hawaiian organizations for the delivery of technical 
assistance in conservation programs. 

• Authorizes USDA to accept Tribal flexibility in conservation 
practices and partnership proposals when implementing 
conservation agreements and grants. 
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service providers (TSPs) Tribes have certified with that 
authority.  

• Provides authorization to certify TSPs; does not provide 
funding authorization. 

• Requires the Secretary to incorporate traditional ecological 
knowledge (TEK) into conservation practice standards and 
requires creation of working groups in NRCS area offices to 
develop technical standards based on TEK and incorporate them 
into the field office guide. 

• Authorizes Tribes, Tribal organizations and Native Hawaiian 
organizations eligible to enter into cooperative agreements 
providing Farmer-to-Farmer technical assistance; also, the same 
for sub-awardees 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E—Funding and Administration SEC. 2503. ADMINISTRATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSERVATION PROGRAMS  

• Extends the alternative funding arrangement authority for Tribal 
governments to include Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, Agriculture Conservation Easement Program, 
Conservation Stewardship Program, and Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle F—Agricultural Conservation Easement Program SEC. 2601. 
DEFINITIONS.  

• Capitalizes “Tribal” in the use of Tribal land for consistency. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle F—Agricultural Conservation Easement Program SEC. 2603. 
WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to enter into contracts or agreements 
with Tribes and Tribal organizations to advance purposes of the 
Wetlands Reserve Easement Program. 
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Subtitle G—CONSERVATION AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT 
PROGRAM SEC. 2603. WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS.  

• Updates statutory language from “tribes” to “Tribes” and 
adds “landowners who are socially disadvantaged, farmers 
or ranchers,” allowing both to enroll land into 30- year 
contracts for wetlands reserve easements. 

•  Allows Secretary to create separate pools for socially 
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers for evaluation and 
ranking.  

• Authorized Secretary to enter into contracts or 
agreements with Tribes. 

•  Previously, the language only authorized the Secretary to 
enter into contracts with private entities and agreements 
with all other parties (Federal state or local agency, Tribes, 
and non-governmental organizations). 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Regional Conservation Partnership Program SEC. 2701. 
ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.  

• Expands the purposes of the program to encourage the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions and the adaptation to and mitigation 
of climate change through coordinated efforts of eligible partners 
including Tribal governments  

• Include as an eligible activity the establishment or implementation 
of a soil health plan or program of a State or Tribal government 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Regional Conservation Partnership Program SEC. 2702. 
DEFINITIONS.  
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• Recognizes Tribal Organizations in addition to Tribes as eligible 
partners for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program. 

•  Authorizes Native Hawaiian Organizations as eligible partners.  
• Authorizes the Secretary to recognize any other entity as an 

eligible partner that they may find appropriate. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Regional Conservation Partnership Program SEC. 2703. 
Regional Conservation Partnerships  

• Authorizes priority consideration for applications that coordinate 
with Tribes, in parity with nation, State and local efforts. 

• Authorizes advance payments inclusive of AFAs, which must be 
spent within 120 days.  

• Authorizes agreements with Tribes and Tribal Organizations to 
address resource concerns on Indian lands with flexibility in 
implementation and administration. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Regional Conservation Partnership Program SEC. 2704. 
ASSISTANCE TO PRODUCERS.  

• Authorizes the Secretary, Indian Tribes, and Tribal Organizations 
to develop projects under AFA authority to address eligible 
resource concerns on Tribal lands and allow for flexibility in 
conservation implementation and administration. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle G—Regional Conservation Partnership Program SEC. 2705. 
FUNDING.  

• Creates a ground water conservation easement set aside in RCPP 
funding.  
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• Requires applicants to provide letter of support from a Tribe that 
governs applicable conservation easements, groundwater use, 
and has jurisdiction over regulation. 

Subtitle I—Forest Conservation Easement Program “SEC. 1267. 
ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.  

•  Establishes new Forest Conservation Easement Program 
(FCEP), as defined to include:  

o Trust lands 
o Restricted lands 
o Lands subject to Tribal rights of use 
o Tribally owned fee land 
o Land held by Section 17 corporations 
o Land owned by ANCs pursuant to ANSCA 
o and any combo of the above.  

• Authorizes an agency of a Tribe - including a land resource 
council established under state law - to participate. 

• Indian lands as defined above are eligible for FCEP if: 
o Forest land 
o Land being restored to forest designation 
o A forest land easement that could protect working 

forests and conservation efforts 
o Further a state/local policy consistent with the 

program 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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o or is a forest reserve easement that will improve 
the recovery or well-being of certain at-risk 
species 

• Clarifies “socially disadvantaged” in this subtitle as same 
definition as U.S.C. 2279(a). 

Title III — Trade- House Title III — Trade- Senate 

No Tribal specific provisions. No Tribal specific provisions. 

Title IV — Nutrition- House Title IV — Nutrition- Senate 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SEC. 4101. 
ENSURING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN THRIFTY FOOD 
PLAN  

• Requires the Secretary to adjust the Thrifty Food Plan to reflect 
the cost of food in Hawaii for the state of Hawaii, including rural 
areas. 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SEC. 
4102.  
FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS.  

• The original text as drafted expands 638 self-
determinations contracting to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program.  

o Note: this provision directly amends ISDEAA. 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SEC. 4102.  
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations.  

• Authorizes the dual use of FDPIR and SNAP.  
• Removes the matching requirement for administrative funds. 
• $5 million is authorized through fiscal years 2024-2029 in 

purchasing traditional and locally- and regionally grown foods for 
recipients of FDPIR. Funds subject to annual appropriations. 
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• Requires the Office of Self-Governance at Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to provide technical assistance. o Authorizes 
funding through 2029.  

• The managers amendment agreed to by voice vote during 
the markup:  

o Strikes “Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2011 et seq.)” and inserts “section 4(b) of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2013(b))”. 
▪7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq. authorizes SNAP. ▪ 7 U.S.C. 
2013(b) authorizes FDPIR.  

o Strikes “2013(b)(5)(E)” and inserts “2013(b)(6)(E)”. 
▪ 7 U.S.C. 2013(b)(6)(E) authorizes funding for 
FDPIR. 

•  Authorizes the Secretary to enter self-determination contracts 
with Tribes and Tribal Organizations for the procurement of food 
package items. 

• $10 million is authorized each fiscal year 2024-2029 for self-
determination contracting. Only funds appropriated in advance 
under this authority can be used for self-determination 
contracting. Funding for ITOs already participating in the pilot is 
limited to $20 million to remain available for two fiscal years. 

• Excludes contract support costs from FDPIR self-determination 
contracting. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to waive or modify some regulatory 
requirements under certain emergency scenarios. Authorizes the 
Secretary to enter contracts with or make grants to public or 
private organizations or agencies for research improving the 
administration and effectiveness of the Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), and The Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP). 

• Terminates the FDPIR self-determination pilot program once the 
Secretary certifies the purpose has been met. 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SEC. 
4204. COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM 
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FOR TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

• Authorizes 638 self-determination demonstration project 
for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Eligible Tribes/Tribal organizations must already 
administer the food distribution program and have 
capacity to purchase agricultural commodities at the scale 
necessary and meet any other criteria determined by 
USDA in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior and 
Indian tribes. 

• Directs USDA to consult on how best to determine the 
process and criteria for Tribal participation in the 
demonstration projects. 

• Mandates Tribal-purchased commodities purchased by 
under the demonstration product be domestically 
produced.  

• Purchasing cannot cause an increase in the amount of 
food in existing food packages compared to the amount of 
food that the Secretary authorized under CSFP’s Guide 
Rate. 

• Commodities must be of similar or higher nutritional value 
to those being supplanted in the existing food package. 

• Allows for the procurement of foods of “Tribal significance 
to that Indian Tribe.”  

• Authorizes $5 million until expended.  
• Requires Secretary to annually submit to House 

Agriculture Committee and Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry Committee a report describing the 
demonstration project’s activities, beginning one year 
after funds appropriated. 
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• Requires Secretary to appoint an existing USDA office to 
administer Tribal self-determination contracts to include 
awarding of FNS self-determination contracts to selected 
Tribal organizations and hiring contract officers and 
program staff to manage the selection of Tribal 
organizations and the contracts’ execution.  

• Authorizes $1.2 million annually for fiscal years 2025- 2029 
for contract officers and other administrative costs. 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program SEC. 
4109. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF STATE PLANS.  

• Mandates USDA to publish updated, publicly accessible 
State SNAP agency operation plans, which could include 
State consultation efforts with Tribal nations. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B – Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4203. 
FLEXIBILITIES FOR GEOGRAPHICALLY ISOLATED STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.  

• Authorizes geographically isolated Tribes to coordinate with the 
Secretary to establish alternative delivery options for 
commodities allocated through TEFAP.  

• Alternatively, it authorizes those Tribes to directly purchase 
domestically grown food in lieu of receiving commodities. Funding 
will be based on a cash value equivalent of the commodities 
allocated under this authority. 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B—Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4205. EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR INDIAN TRIBES.  

• Authorizes Tribes as eligible administrators of TEFAP 

No Tribal/correlating provision Subtitle B—Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4205. EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR INDIAN TRIBES. 

• Requires USDA use the "best available data" to calculate 
allocations for Tribes administering TEFAP and requires USDA 
consult with other federal agencies charged with data collection 
to identify and utilize Tribal-specific data to make this 
determination. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4206. EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE.  

• For fiscal years 2025-2028, authorizes Secretary to use up to 30% 
of funds allocated to Tribes for TEFAP for costs associated with 
distribution of commodities by Tribes with approved plans. For 
fiscal year 2029 and after, the amount is reduced to 20% 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4206. EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE.  

• Up to $50 million is authorized each fiscal year 2024-2029 for 
Tribes with approved plans to pay for costs related to the 
processing, storage, transportation, and distribution of TEFAP 
commodities and those secured from other sources. Funds subject 
to annual appropriations. 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Emergency Food Assistance Program SEC. 4206. EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE. 

• Makes Tribes eligible to receive TEFAP Storage, Distribution, and 
Infrastructure funding grants. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 4302. FOOD BOX PILOT 
PROGRAM. 

• Establishes a food box pilot project under USDA 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) – in partnership with 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) – to procure and 
distribute staple foods defined in the most recent Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans.  

• Limits to a maximum 20 pilot projects 
• Tribal organizations that already distribute food or meals 

are eligible.  
• Authorizes funding for pilot projects and administration of 

$100 million annually from Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) for fiscal years 2025-2026. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 4306. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE 
GUS SCHUMACHER NUTRITION INCENTIVE PROGRAM. 

• Reauthorizes the Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive 
Program (GUSNIP)  

• 2018 Farm Bill clarified that Tribes could use other federal 
funds as a matching requirement for this program. 

• Approves waiver authority for persistent poverty counties 
that in the preceding 30-years had 20 percent or more of 

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous SEC. 4403. GUS SCHUMACHER NUTRITION 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to enter into cooperative agreements 
with SNAP-administering agencies or nonprofits in partnership 
with SNAP administering agencies for projects aimed to expand 
participation and access for Tribes under the Gus Schumacher 
Nutrition Incentive Program. 
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the population living in poverty as measured by the 
census. 

• Directs USDA and Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
consult and within two years issue recommendations to 
Congress about the transition of GUSNIP’s administration 
to HHS. 

• Requires U.S. Comptroller General to within 18 months 
submit report to House Committees on Agriculture, and 
Energy and Commerce, that examines policy options 
relating to the transition of the produce prescription 
program established under this subsection to the 
Department of Health and Human Services 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 4309. MICRO-GRANTS FOR FOOD 
SECURITY.  

• Increases funding in amendatory bill language to $30 
million. Micro-grants include Alaska Native Indian Tribes, 
Tribal organizations, Tribal colleges/universities and other 
Tribal entities as eligible recipients. 

• No Tribal/correlating provisions 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle D—Miscellaneous SEC. 4401. SENIOR FARMERS’ MARKET 
NUTRITION PROGRAM.  

• $10 million is authorized through fiscal years 2024-2029 for the 
Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program to expand to Tribes 
and States not currently participating. 

Title V — Credit- House Title V — Credit- Senate 
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Subtitle A—Farm Ownership Loans SEC. 5107. HEIRS PROPERTY. 
• Defines of “limited resource heir” is one where the heir’s 

property is on a socially vulnerable area as determined by 
Centers on Disease Control and Prevention Creates 
program authorizing third party service providers via 
cooperative agreement to assist heirs in resolving 
undivided ownership interests (like fractionation) for 
transitioning or maintaining land in agricultural production 
and increase participation in USDA programs. 

• Socially Disadvantaged group members which include 
Tribal members are eligible to receive services. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 5506. STATE AGRICULTURAL 
MEDIATION PROGRAMS.  

• Makes federally recognized Tribes, Alaska Native villages 
and Alaska Native Corporations eligible for funding to 
provide Agricultural Mediation Programs to persons 
involved in agricultural loans 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 5502. QUALIFYING AGRICULTURAL 
MEDIATION PROGRAMS.  

• Makes Tribes eligible entities to receive federal matching grants 
for agricultural mediation programs available for persons involved 
in agriculture loans regardless of loan status as USDA Direct loan 
or third-party USDA Guaranteed loan. 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 5503. FINANCING FOR ESSENTIAL RURAL 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES.  

• Authorizes Farm Credit institutions to provide financing and 
technical assistance for certain Tribal community facilities, 
including community centers, libraries, firehouses, healthcare 
facilities, senior living facilities, childcare facilities, education 
facilities, and transportation facilities in partnership with local 
lenders. 

Title VI – Rural Development - House Title VI – Rural Development - Senate 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle A—Rural Healthcare and Childcare SEC. 6102. Improving Rural 
Childcare  

• Lists Indian Tribes as entities that a childcare provider may be 
licensed, registered, or regulated by. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Rural Partnerships and Prosperity SEC. 6201. DEFINITIONS. 
• Establishes the definition of Indian Tribe consistent with that of 

ISDEAA. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B—Rural Partnerships and Prosperity SEC. 6202. RURAL 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM GRANTS.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to waive the cost sharing (25%) 
requirement based on need or if serving certain communities, 
including Tribal communities. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Rural Partnerships and Prosperity SEC. 6203. RURAL 
PARTNERSHIP TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS.  
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• Establishes a grant program to help rural community 
organizations with capacity building and economic development 
and authorizes the Secretary to prioritize projects that serve 
Indian Tribes. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Rural Electrification Act of 1936 SEC. 6301. RECONNECT 
PROGRAM. 

• Grant-only awards are restricted to projects that serve Tribal 
organizations, colonias, persistent poverty counties, and socially 
vulnerable communities, or areas where at least 90% of 
households lack access to broadband service of at least 100 
Mbps/20 Mbps. These communities can use up to 5% of the 
award to cover application costs. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to waive cost-sharing requirements for 
organizations receiving these grant-only awards. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 6301. RURAL ENERGY SAVINGS 
PROGRAM.  

• Includes Tribes as eligible entities for this program 
designed to help rural families and small businesses 
achieve cost savings by providing loans to qualified 
consumers to implement durable cost-effective energy 
efficiency measures including replacement of 
manufactured housing unit. 

Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 6505. RURAL ENERGY SAVINGS 
PROGRAM. 

• Defines Tribes as eligible to receive loans if using innovative 
financing techniques to accelerate the deployment of clean 
energy technology. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 6305. NEW, MOBILE, AND 
EXPANDED MEAT PROCESSING AND RENDERING GRANTS. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Directs the Secretary to award three year grants up to 
$500,000 to eligible entities, including Tribes.  

• Grant priority to small and very small businesses 
• Authorizes $3,000,000 for each fiscal year 2025-2029 
• Grants can be used to: 

o identify and analyze business opportunities, 
including feasibility studies required for credit 
worthiness;  

o bring operation into compliance with applicable 
Federal, State, or local regulations;  

o conduct regional, community, and local economic 
development planning and coordination and 
leadership development;  

o incentivize new, innovative, or mobile enterprises 
for increasing or improving local and regional meat 
or poultry processing and rendering; implement 
humane handling infrastructure, including holding 
space for livestock prior to slaughter, shade 
structures, and structures and equipment for 
humane slaughter; develop a feasibility study or 
business plan for, or carry out any other activity 
associated with, establishing or expanding a small 
meat or poultry slaughter, processing rendering 
facility; purchase equipment that enables the 
further use or value-added sale of coproducts or 
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byproducts such as cold storage and related 
equipment 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous SEC. 6306. EXPANDING CHILDCARE IN 
RURAL AMERICA INITIATIVE.  

• Establishes the Expanding Childcare in Rural America 
initiative and includes Tribal childcare providers (Tribally 
operated or operated under Tribal law) as eligible for the 
program.  

• Loans and grants under the program can be used to 
address the availability, quality, or cost of childcare. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6402. RURAL WATER AND 
WASTEWATER CIRCUIT RIDER PROGRAM  

• Mandates that non-profit entities eligible for assistance 
under this program must serve areas with limited 
populations or Tribes with legal authority to own and 
operate their own water facility. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6401. 
WATER, WASTE DISPOSAL, AND WASTEWATER FACILITY GRANTS.  

• Authorizes Tribal Organizations as eligible for water and 
wastewater programs under section 306(a) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act. 
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• Authorizes the Secretary to waive up to the whole 25% match 
requirement for pre-development and development costs in areas 
with demonstrated need. 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6409. SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT GRANTS.  

• Adds Tribes as eligible for Solid Waste Management 
Grants and extends the funding through fiscal year 2029 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6416. 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANTS.  

• Defines Tribes and Tribal Organizations as eligible entities for solid 
waste management grants.  

• $20 million is authorized each fiscal year 2025-2029. 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6409. SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT GRANTS.  

• Adds Tribes as eligible for Solid Waste Management 
Grants and extends the funding through fiscal year 2029 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6410. 
Emergency and Imminent Community Water Assistance Grant Program 

• Extends the authorization of appropriations through fiscal year 
2029 and defines that Indian Tribes and Tribal Organizations are 
eligible entities. 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6409. SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT GRANTS.  

• Adds Tribes as eligible for Solid Waste Management 
Grants and extends the funding through fiscal year 2029 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6413. 
RURAL DECENTRALIZED WATER SYSTEMS. 

• Certifies that Tribes and Tribal organization are eligible entities 
under this grant program. 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6404. TRIBAL COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES  

• Reauthorizes $10,000,000 for the application of this 
program each fiscal year for fiscal years 2025-2029.  
Reauthorizes the TCU Essential Community Facilities 
program for fiscal years 2025-2029. 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6406. 
TRIBAL COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES.  

• Extends the authorization of appropriations through 2029. 

Subtitle D—Additional Amendments to the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act SEC. 6406. WATER SYSTEMS FOR 
RURAL AND NATIVE VILLAGES IN ALASKA.  

• Reauthorizes funding for fiscal years 2025- 2029.  
• Program allows Secretary to grant money to the benefit of 

rural or native villages for the development and 
construction of water and wastewater systems to improve 
the health and sanitation of those communities. 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6412. 
WATER SYSTEMS FOR RURAL AND NATIVE VILLAGES IN ALASKA.  

• Extends authority for the program to fiscal year 2029 and certifies 
grants can be utilized for constructing community-based water 
and wastewater systems in rural or Native villages in Alaska.  

• Requires the Secretary consult with the Alaska Native Tribal 
Health Consortium on any project in this section. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6415. 
RURAL BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY GUARANTEED LOANS. 

• Defines Tribal entities and corporations as eligible for business 
and industry loan guarantees.  
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• Requires Secretary publish an annual report with the name and 
description of each entity that closed on a business and industry 
loan (including whether the entity is a Tribal member owned), a 
description of the project funded by the loan, and the amount. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6417. 
RURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.  

• Defines Tribes, Tribal organizations, Alaska Native Corporations, 
and Native Hawaiian organization as eligible entities. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6419. 
LOCALLY OR REGIONALLY PRODUCED AGRICULTURAL FOOD PRODUCTS.  

• Establishes that Tribal entities are eligible for the program and 
extends authorization through 2029. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6422. 
INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM.  

• Defines Tribes and Tribal Organizations as eligible for the 
Intermediary Relending Program. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6426. 
RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.  

• Makes Tribes and Tribal Organizations eligible for the Rural 
Microentrepreneur Assistance Program and increases loan 
amounts to $75,000. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle D—Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act SEC. 6429. 
RURAL INNOVATION STRONGER ECONOMY GRANT PROGRAM.  
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• Tribes, Tribal Consortia, and Tribal Organizations eligible for 
grants under the RISE program. 

• Requires the Secretary to distribute funds in a geographically 
diverse way. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 6501. DISTANCE LEARNING AND 
TELEMEDICINE. (a) USE OF GRANTS FOR OPERATING EXPENSES. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to waive matching requirement for 
Tribes or for cases of demonstrated need. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Miscellaneous SEC. 6503. FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN GUARANTEED 
LOAN AND GRANT PROGRAM. 

• Establishes grant and guaranteed loans program for eligible 
entities including Tribes, Tribal organizations, and Tribal entities to 
carry out projects to increase the capacity of food supply chain.  

• Authorizes broad Secretarial authority related to determination of 
status as a tribe for eligibility purposes 

Title VII – Research - House Title VII – Research - Senate 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 SEC. 7107.  
EDUCATION GRANTS TO ALASKA NATIVE SERVING INSTITUTIONS 
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN SERVING INSTITUTIONS.  

• Creates a limit of five years which a grant may be 
authorized for Native Alaskan and Native Hawaiian serving 
institutions.  

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 SEC. 7105.  
EDUCATION GRANTS TO ALASKA NATIVE SERVING INSTITUTIONS AND 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN SERVING INSTITUTIONS.  

• Authorizes appropriation increases for education grants to both 
Alaska Native-serving institutions and Native Hawaiian serving 
institutions.  
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• Authorizes grant funding through fiscal year 2029. • $15 million is authorized each fiscal year 2025-2029. 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 SEC. 7115. NEW BEGINNING FOR 
TRIBAL STUDENTS.  

• Removes cap of $500,000 maximum total award per state. 
• Authorizes appropriations through fiscal year 2029. 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 SEC. 7114. NEW BEGINNING FOR TRIBAL STUDENTS.  

• $5 million is authorized each fiscal year through 2029 to offer 
competitive grants to land-grant institutions supporting Tribal 
students. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 SEC. 7125 AGRICULTURAL INNOVATION CORRIDORS 

• Authorizes the creation of Agricultural Innovation Corridors to 
demonstrate new and emerging agricultural technologies and 
includes 1994 institutions (Tribal Colleges and Universities) as 
eligible institutions for participation 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Other Matters SEC. 7502. HEIRS PROPERTY AND 
FRACTIONATED LAND LEGAL CLINICS.  

• $10 million authorized each fiscal year 2025-2029 for Secretary to 
enter into cooperative agreements with 1994 Institutions (Tribal 
Colleges and Universities) to provide legal services to resolve 
heirs' property and fractionated land in partnership with a law 
school, nonprofit legal organization, or community-based 
organization 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Other Matters SEC. 7504. EQUITY IN EDUCATIONAL LAND-
GRANT STATUS ACT OF 1994.  
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• Extends the authorization of appropriations for the Tribal Colleges 
Education Equity Grants program through fiscal year 2029 and 
removes the $100,000 cap. 

• Extends the authorization of appropriations through fiscal year 
2029 for the Endowment for 1994 Institutions and Institutional 
Capacity Building grants for 1994 Institutions.  

• Extends the authorization of appropriations through fiscal year 
2029 for research grants for 1994 Institutions and removes the 
partnership requirement. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E—Other Matters SEC. 7505. REPORT ON THE EXTENSION 
SERVICE NEEDS OF TRIBAL LANDS AND POPULATIONS. 

• Requires the Comptroller General to conduct a study regarding 
the cooperative extension program and the Federally Recognized 
Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP) to determine if they are 
meeting extension needs for Tribal lands and Tribal populations. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E—Other Matters SEC. 7506. RESTORATION OF 4-H NAME AND 
EMBLEM AUTHORITY.  

• Defines the 4-H Program as a youth development program of a 
land-grant college of university, including 1994 Institutions (Tribal 
Colleges and Universities). 

Title VIII – Forestry - House Title VIII – Forestry - Senate 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle A—Forest Data Modernization SEC. 8102. DATA ON FOREST 
MANAGEMENT PROJECTS.  
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• Directs the Secretary to create and shares publicly a map of forest 
management activities on federal land utilized for forest 
management planning and combating wildfires, specifically stating 
no data obtained from Tribes during the 2018 Farm Bill will be 
made public. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle A—Forest Data Modernization SEC. 8103. FOREST AND WOOD 
PRODUCTS CARBON PROVISION.  

• Requires consultations with Tribes during establishment of new 
forest management platform providing information on carbon 
emissions, sequestration, storage, and other atmospheric impacts. 

Subtitle B—Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 Sec. 8201 
DEFINITION OF AT-RISK COMMUNITY  

• Amends the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to 
give Tribal wildfire risk assessments the ability to recognize 
a group of homes or other structures with basic 
infrastructure and services as at risk from wildfire for the 
purposes of this program. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management SEC. 8216. TRIBAL 
CONSULTATION IN LAND USE PLANS. 

• Requires Secretary to engage in Tribal consultation with Tribes 
and affected Alaska Native Corporations when developing land 
use plans. 
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Subtitle C—Other Forestry Programs SEC. 8305 REFORESTATION, 
NURSERY, AND SEED ORCHARD SUPPORT 

• Directs USDA to partner with Tribes to provide training, 
technical assistance, and research to nursery and tree 
establishment programs supporting natural regeneration, 
reforestation, agroforestry, and afforestation; promote 
information sharing; and provide technical and financial 
assistance to international nursery and tree establishment 
programs 

• Includes Tribes as eligible entities. 
• Authorizes $5,000,000 for each fiscal year through fiscal 

year 2029 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8246. NURSERY AND SEED ORCHARD SUPPORT. 

• Expands Tribal eligibility to receive technical assistance to the 
Forest Service’s Reforestation, Nurseries, and Genetic Resources 
program while creating a grant program Tribal nurseries increase 
production capacity. Authorizes $25 million annually from 2025 
through 2029. 

Subtitle C—Other Forestry Programs SEC. 8301 NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL AGROFORESTRY CENTERS  

• Replaces the “Semi-arid Agroforestry Research 
Development and Demonstration Center” with the 
“National and Regional Agroforestry Centers.” 

• Centers to facilitate agroforestry adoption by 
disseminating comprehensive information on Federal, 
State, local, and Tribal programs that provide support for 
Agroforestry. 

Subtitle C- Forest Conservation SEC. 8301. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL 
AGROFORESTRY CENTERS.  

• Broadens the research parameters of USDA’s National 
Agroforestry Research Center and requires the establishment of at 
least one regional agroforestry center which will be responsible 
for distributing comprehensive information on state, local, and 
Tribal programs that provide support for agroforestry. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8412 GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AUTHORITY 

• Expressly identifies Tribes as eligible entities for Good 
Neighbor Authority agreements. 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8240. MODIFICATION OF GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AUTHORITY. 
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• Authorizes Tribes to retain funds from the sale of timber 
under GNA to first, carry out authorized restoration 
services under the good neighbor agreement and, if there 
are remaining funds, to carry out, authorized restoration 
services under other good neighbor agreements. 

• Authorizes Tribes to retain funds from the sale of timber from 
approved restoration projects on federal land, as applicable. 

• Additionally authorizes Tribes to engage in restoration work on 
non-federal land under a Good Neighbor Agreement, if the work 
benefits non-federal land, is like work on nearby federal land, and 
is mostly done on federal land 

• Extends authority through October 1, 2029. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8412 GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AUTHORITY 

• Expressly identifies Tribes as eligible entities for Good 
Neighbor Authority agreements. 

•  Authorizes Tribes to retain funds from the sale of timber 
under GNA to first, carry out authorized restoration 
services under the good neighbor agreement and, if there 
are remaining funds, to carry out, authorized restoration 
services under other good neighbor agreements. 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8241. GAO REPORTS ON GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AUTHORITY.  

• Requires the Government Accountability Office conduct a study, 
and report the findings to Congress, on various factors that 
surround the Good Neighbor Authority, including the number of 
projects occurring on Tribal land and assessing how non-federal 
partners, including Tribes, use timber sale revenues. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8413 COLLABORATIVE 
FOREST LANDSCAPE RESTORATION PROGRAM  

• Authorizes new proposals to reduce the risk of wildfire 
within areas across Tribal lands. 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8243. JOINT CHIEFS LANDSCAPE RESTORATION 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.  

• Directs the Secretary to establish a Joint Chiefs Landscape 
Restoration Partnership Program to improve the health and 
resilience of forest landscapes across National Forest Land, 
including Tribal land.  
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• The Secretary will assist producers and landowners in 
implementing eligible activities on eligible private or Tribal land 
using applicable programs. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management SEC. 8218. COST-SHARE 
WAIVER FOR REHABILITATION FROM WILDLAND FIRES.  

• Authorizes Secretary to waive any covered matching 
requirements for Tribes and other specified entities for projects in 
response to wildfires caused by management activities conducted 
by the Secretary on National Forest System land. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8414 PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
WILDFIRE TECHNOLOGY DEPLOYMENT AND TESTBED 
PARTNERSHIP  

• Establishes a deployment and testbed pilot program for 
new wildfire prevention, detection, communication, and 
mitigation technologies.  

• Bureau of Indian Affairs is included as a “covered agency” 
that will coordinate in establishing and deploying the 
program 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8234. WATER SOURCE PROTECTION PROGRAM 

• Adds partnership agreements reached with Indian Tribes, under 
Good Neighbor Agreements to the types of partnerships the 
Secretary may enter under the Water Source Investment 
Partnerships. 
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Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8418. COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS AND CONTRACTS FOR PRESCRIBED FIRE.  

• Amends the Tribal Forest Protection Act of 2004 and 
authorizes the Secretary to enter into contracts or 
agreements with Tribes providing for prescribed burns on 
federal lands.  

• Agreements under this section may:  
o Eliminate the need for individual burn plans by 

approving broad burn plans that enable forest 
managers to have the flexibility to conduct 
prescribed burns when conditions allow  

o Authorize the Secretary to delegate their authority 
to an Indian tribe to plan, co- ordinate, and 
execute prescribed burns. 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management SEC. 8217. PRESCRIBED FIRE 
CENTERS.  

• Requires the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior to collaborate 
on the establishment of one or more centers to train individuals 
on prescribed fire methods and mitigation of wildfires, which are 
required to conduct ongoing needs assessments with Indian 
Tribes and collaborate on prescribed fire methods and traditional 
ecological knowledge research. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B- SEC. 8236. TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION MANAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS.  

• Establishes a requirement that the agency make a list of all forest 
management activities for which contracting is available under the 
Tribal Forest Protection Management Program, to post the list to 
the agency website and to update the list as is necessary. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8244. EMERGENCY FOREST WATERSHED 
PROGRAM.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to establish a new program to address 
runoff, soil erosion, and flooding due to a natural disaster causing 
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harm to natural resources on national Forest System lands. This 
authority permits the Secretary to act through a sponsor, which 
includes Tribes. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle B—Forest Health and Management Part II- State, Private, and 
Tribal Partnerships SEC. 8247. CONTRACTS, GRANTS, AND AGREEMENTS 
TO CARRY OUT CERTAIN ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION ACTIVITIES.  

• Permits the Secretary to enter contracts with Indian Tribes and 
institutions of higher education to collect and produce and 
maintain native plant materials. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8433. FOREST AND WOOD 
PRODUCTS DATA TRACKER. 

• Requires the Secretary, in consultation with federally 
recognized Tribes, establish a publicly available platform 
to provide measurement, monitoring, verification, and 
reporting data regarding the carbon emissions, 
sequestration, storage, and related atmospheric impacts 
of forest management and wood products. 

Subtitle D—Forest Management SEC. 8433. FOREST AND WOOD 
PRODUCTS DATA TRACKER. 

• Requires the Secretary, in consultation with federally recognized 
Tribes, establish a publicly available platform to provide 
measurement, monitoring, verification, and reporting data 
regarding the carbon emissions, sequestration, storage, and 
related atmospheric impacts of forest management and wood 
products. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E- Other Matters SEC. 8501. URBAN AND COMMUNITY 
FORESTRY.  

• Authorizes the Secretary to waive cost-share requirements while 
also prioritizing waivers to Tribally led projects under the newly 
established Office of Urban and Community Forestry. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Other Matters SEC. 8507. CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CENTERS.  



 
 

Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty – Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative 
36 

 • Directs the Secretaries of Agriculture and Labor to consult with 
Tribes during the establishment of forestry and rangeland 
management and wildland firefighting training program through 
the Civilian Conservation Centers. 

Subtitle E—Save Our Sequoias SEC. 8502 DEFINITIONS 
• Limits Save Our Sequoias Act to Tule River Indian Tribe. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle E—Save Our Sequoias SEC. 8503. SHARED STEWARDSHIP 
AGREEMENT FOR GIANT 2 SEQUOIAS.  

• Requires the Secretary to enter or expand a shared 
stewardship agreement with the Governor of California 
and the Tribe for managing and conserving giant sequoias 
within 90 days of receiving a request. 

• If no request is received within 90 days after the Act's 
enactment, the Secretary must still create the agreement 
and implement it.  

• If a request is received later from the Governor or the 
Tribe, the Secretary must include them in the agreement. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle E—Save Our Sequoias SEC. 8504. GIANT SEQUOIA LANDS 
COALITION 

• Recognizes the Giant Sequoias Lands Coalition and 
outlines the duty of the coalition and the Secretary. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle E—Save Our Sequoias SEC. 8510. GOOD NEIGHBOR 
AUTHORITY FOR GIANT SEQUOIAS. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Mandates funds obtained by Tribes through the sale of 
timber under Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) within Kings 
Canyon, Sequoia, or Yosemite National Park be used by 
the Tribe to first carry out restoration services under the 
GNA, then carry out restoration services under another 
GNA within park boundaries, and if funding remains to 
transfer it to the park to be used for giant sequoia 
restoration 

Title IX — Energy - House Title IX — Energy - Senate 

Sec. 9007. RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
• Allows for 50% funding of project for socially 

disadvantaged farmer or rancher which includes Tribal 
producers, over the 35% cap for all other recipients 

No Tribal specific provisions 

Title X — Horticulture - House Title X — Horticulture- Senate 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

SEC. 10004 LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS SEC. 210B. LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE 

• Defines a Tribal government agency, Tribal organization, or Native 
Hawaiian organization as an LFPA cooperating partner. 

• Defines an eligible entity for LFPA as a Tribal government agency 
that has demonstrated partnerships with farmers and target 
audiences with the area under the jurisdiction of the applicable 
Tribal government.  

o Defines Indian Tribe consistent with ISDEAA. 
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o Defines Native Hawaiian Organization consistent with the 
Native Hawaiian Education Act, which define it as a 
private nonprofit organization.  

o Defines Tribal Organization consistent with ISDEAA. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions SEC. 10004 LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS SEC. 210B. LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE 

• Authorizes the Secretary to enter into cooperative agreements 
with Tribal Government Agencies to build capacity to support 
local and regional food systems and/or expand economic 
opportunities for historically underserved producers. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

SEC. 10004 LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS SEC. 210B. LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE  

• Limits the Secretary to not more than one Cooperative Agreement 
per state and not more than one Cooperative Agreement per 
Tribe at one time.  

• Clarifies that Cooperative Agreements with Tribes and States shall 
not conflict. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

SEC. 10004 LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS SEC. 210B. LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE 

• Requires the Secretary to prioritize applications that grow, 
process, or distribute local and regional food sourced from 
historically underserved farmers. (Secretary could include Tribes 
and Tribal producers in the category of historically underserved 
farmers at their discretion). 
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• Also requires that the Secretary prioritize applications that target 
food distributions to underserved communities. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

SEC. 10004 LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS SEC. 210B. LOCAL FOOD PURCHASE ASSISTANCE  

• Requires the Secretary to make a Tribal set aside that consists of 
15% of the total amount made available to carry out the LFPA 
program for that fiscal year. 

Subtitle A—Horticulture SEC. 10004 OFFICE OF URBAN 
AGRICULTURE AND INNOVATIVE PRODUCTION  

• Expands the Mission of the Office of Urban Agriculture and 
Innovation to include using resources of the Department 
and of State, Tribal, and local agencies to promote 
conservation techniques unique to urban agriculture and 
innovative production.  

• Expands grant-making authority by allowing eligible 
entities who have received a grant from the Department 
to then provide sub-grants to urban and innovative 
producers. 

• Includes Tribal organizations as eligible entities.  
• Allows Director to enter into cooperative agreements with 

eligible entities. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

Subtitle C—Regulatory Reform Part II – Other Regulatory Reform 
Provisions Sec. 10213 SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN DISCHARGES 
OF WILDLAND FIRE CHEMICALS  

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Precludes courts from enjoining a covered entity, including 
Tribes, from applying fire retardant and water enhancer 
for wildfire suppression, control, prevention without 402 
permits if in accordance with the requirements of the 
Federal Facility Compliance Agreement between the EPA 
and the U.S. Forest Service, as agreed on Feb 16, 2023.  

• Tribes and their agents defined as a covered entity 
• Authorized for unpermitted aerial fire retardant 

application for wildfire. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

SEC. 10005 ORGANIC MARKET DEVELOPMENT GRANT  
• Defines eligible entities as those certified or in transition to 

certification as organic underneath the National Organic Program 
and includes include commercial production entities, nonprofits 
and other organizations owned and operating within the 
jurisdiction of an Indian Tribe and units of Tribal government.  

• Defines Indian Tribe consistent with ISDEAA.  
• Authorizes the Secretary to waive or lower the non-Federal cost 

share required for grants if the eligible entity is underserved. 

SEC. 10006. HEMP PRODUCTION.  
• Definition of hemp amended to only include naturally 

occurring, naturally derived, and nonintoxicating 
cannabinoids of not more than 0.3%. 

• Requires Tribal hemp plans to require producers to 
designate their hemp crop as industrial hemp, hemp 
grown for cannabinoid extraction, or both o Requires 

SEC. 10016 HEMP PRODUCTION 
•  Amends the law authorizing Tribes to be the primary regulatory 

authority over the production of hemp to establish a procedure, 
where a producer may be licensed to produce only industrial 
hemp. 

• Producers of industrial hemp shall not be required to undergo a 
background check to apply for the license. Amends the law so that 
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hemp producers to provide documentation demonstrating 
clear intent to produce and use in-field practices 
consistent with production of industrial hemp in instances 
where a Tribal Hemp Plan calls for reducing or eliminating 
sampling or testing requirements.  

• Requires producers to conduct testing if documentation is 
not provided.  

• Preserves Tribe's ability to require other practices or 
procedures in their hemp plans.  

• Authorizes Tribal hemp plans to establish procedure to 
eliminate the 10-year period of ineligibility for producers 
convicted of a felony if producing industrial hemp. 

• Requires Tribes to report producers in violation of Tribal 
Hemp Plan and who produce a crop inconsistent with 
designation of industrial hemp to the Attorney General 
and Tribe's Chief Law Enforcement Office 

• Authorizes Tribes to incorporate other methods of 
sampling plans for industrial hemp producers. 

producers of industrial hemp may use relaxed testing 
requirements if a participating Indian Tribe is participating in the 
pilot program. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to establish, in up to five states or Indian 
Tribes, a pilot program where a Tribal department of agriculture 
may certify genetic purity and identify variety of seeds that have 
been bred to produce plants with a total tetrahydrocannabinol 
concentration of not more than .3% on a dry weight basis. 

• Authorizes a Tribal department of agriculture to issue a testing 
exemption for hemp grown on Tribal land from seed certified as 
compliant 

• Recognizes Tribal sovereignty over hemp or hemp product 
regulations pursuant to Tribal Law, clarifying that nothing in the 
subtitle preempts or limits any law of an Indian Tribe that 
regulates any activity involving hemp. 

Title XI — Crop Insurance- House Title XI — Crop Insurance- Senate 

No Tribal specific provisions No Tribal specific provisions 

Title XII — Miscellaneous - House Title XII — Miscellaneous - Senate 

SEC. 12207. FUNCTIONS OF THE OFFICE OF TRIBAL RELATIONS.  No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Directs the Office of Tribal Relations to oversee all self-
determination contracts and self-governance compacts 
between Tribes and USDA. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12203. USDA 
OMBUDSPERSON.  

• Establishes a career position of Ombudsperson within USDA to 
assist producers navigating the department.  

• Directs the Ombudsperson to monitor the Department's process 
implementing recommendations made by advisory committees, 
including the Tribal Advisory Committee. 

SEC. 12401. THRIFTY FOOD PLAN 
• Requires the Secretary to make cost adjustments to the 

thrifty food plan reflect cost of food in urban and rural 
Hawaii and Alaska – adjustments limited to Consumer 
Price Index rate of increase for All Urban Consumers. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12208. OFFICE OF 
URBAN AGRICULTURE AND INNOVATIVE PRODUCTION  

• Defines Tribes, Tribal Organizations, Tribal entities as determined 
by the Secretary, and Native Hawaiian Organizations as eligible to 
enter into cooperative agreements in support of urban agriculture 
and innovation. Authorizes Tribes, Tribal Organizations, Tribal 
entities as determined by the Secretary, and Native Hawaiian 
Organizations as eligible to receive competitive grants to support 
the development of urban agriculture and innovative production. 
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• Authorizes offices of Tribal governments as acceptable colocations 
with Urban and Suburban committee duty stations. 

• Makes the Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction pilot 
program permanent, including projects focused on developing 
food waste-to-energy operations, and expands eligibility to 
include Tribal governments, with no more than 40% of the 
program funding awarded to State governments 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12212. TRIBAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; TRIBAL SELF DETERMINATION PILOT PROJECTS 

• Directs the Tribal Advisory Committee to make periodic 
recommendations to the Secretary on self-determination pilot 
projects of USDA programs and activities.  

• Requires the Committee to consult with Tribes and Tribal 
organizations that provide input regarding interest in 
assuming/administering self-determination pilot projects  

• Requires the Secretary to review and respond to the pilot 
recommendations made by the Tribal Advisory Committee, with 
the response submitted to the Tribal Advisory Committee, the 
Office of Tribal Relations, and the relevant committees of 
Congress.  

• Directs the Secretary to designate a senior official in each mission 
area that administers self-determination contracts, to handle 
oversight of the program and coordination with the Secretary. 

SEC. 12408. REPORTS ON LAND ACCESS AND FARMLAND 
OWNERSHIP DATA COLLECTION  

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
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• Requires the Secretary to report to Congress every two 
years the catalog of Federal, State, and private programs 
related to carrying out Tribal consultation. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12212. TRIBAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; TRIBAL SELF DETERMINATION PILOT PROJECTS. 

• Directs the Secretary to establish demonstration projects and 
enter self-determination contracts with Tribal Organizations for 
the procurement of food for the Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CSFP) and for the administration of FDPIR.  

• Directs to Secretary to consult with Tribes to develop eligibility 
criteria for Tribal organizations to participate in CSFP and FDPIR 
demonstration projects 

• Requires the Secretary to submit a report to House and Senate 
Agriculture committees indicating Tribal demonstration project 
participation with a description of activities carried out by Tribal 
organizations 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12212. TRIBAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; TRIBAL SELF DETERMINATION PILOT PROJECTS. 

• Requires USDA mission areas with self-determination contracts to 
designate an office or senior official within that mission area 
responsible for self-determination contracts and requires the 
Secretary to designate a senior official on self-determination 
within the Office of the Secretary to coordinate with the 
applicable mission area senior officials or offices on Tribal self-
determination contracts 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle B—Historically Underserved Producers SEC. 12213. TRIBAL 
PROMISE ZONES.  

• Requires the Secretary to designate nominated zones as Tribal 
Promise Zones before January 1, 2026.  

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 
Amendments SEC. 12302. OFFICES OF CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE AND 
DIGITAL SERVICE. 

• Makes Tribal entities eligible customers and establishes that 
Office of Customer Experience will be responsible to respond to 
the public’s perception and satisfaction in interactions with the 
Department, including their service and local working 
relationships on Tribal lands. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 
Amendments SEC. 12303. FOOD LOSS AND WASTE. 

• Requires the Secretary to coordinate with Tribal governments to 
inform consumers in community solutions, food products, or 
initiatives that help prevent or reduce food waste. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle C—Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 
Amendments SEC. 12308. REGIONAL FOOD BUSINESS CENTERS.  

• Authorizes USDA to enter into cooperative agreements to 
establish a national network of at least 12 regional food business 
centers, with at least one center exclusive to Tribal producers and 
businesses nationally, to aid small and medium-sized producers 
and food businesses. 
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No Tribal/correlating provisions 
 

Subtitle E—Other Miscellaneous Provisions SEC. 12512. PROCUREMENT 
STUDY AND REPORT.  

• Requires the Secretary conduct a study to examine barriers to and 
opportunities for commodity food purchases by USDA, including 
food produced or supplied by providers of Tribal agricultural 
products. The study shall be published no later than 18 months 
after enactment. 

No Tribal/correlating provisions Subtitle E—Other Miscellaneous Provisions SEC. 12514. RELIEF FOR 
FARMERS.  

• Establishes a program to provide grants to eligible governments, 
including Tribes, to monitor and remediate the impacts of PFAS 
contamination of agricultural land or farm products, including 
providing financial assistance to impacted producers and 
conducting research. 

 


