


WHO WE ARE
Started at the University of Arkansas School of Law by 
Dean Emeritus Stacy Leeds and Founding Director 
Janie Simms Hipp in 2013. 

Our Mission
Enhance health and wellness in Tribal communities 
by advancing healthy food systems, diversified 
economic development, and cultural food traditions 
in Indian Country. 





What is the Census of Agriculture?
• The Census of Agriculture occurs every five 

years
• Began in the early 1800s as part of the Census. 
• Farm and ag-related questions within the 

Census increased throughout the 1800s
• The Census Bureau oversaw the Census of 

Agriculture until 2007 when the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture – National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (USDA – NASS) 
began administration.

• The last Census of Agriculture occurred in 
2022, and USDA-NASS released initial data 
February of this year.
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2022 Census of Agriculture Trends: U.S. 

6.9% Decrease in the number of farms.
1,900,487 million in 2022
2,042,220 million in 2017

2.2 % Decrease in land in farms.
880,100,848 million in 2022
900, 217, 576 million in 2017

5% increase in Average farm size (acres)
463 in 2022
441 in 2017

Decrease in number of producers.
3,374,044 in 2022
3,399,834 in 2017
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2022 TRENDS: INDIAN COUNTRY

Decrease in the number of farms.
40,621 in 2022
42,705 in 2017

Increase in land in farms.
55,781,477 in 2022
52,578,979 in 2017

Decrease in producers.
56,203 in 2022
58,199 in 2017
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COMPARISON - % CHANGE



ACRES OVER TIME



• N A S S  d i d  n o t  re l e a s e  i n fo r m a t i o n  

re g a rd i n g  t h e  a v e ra g e  s i z e  o f  fa r m s,  

t o t a l  c ro p l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  

m a r ke t  v a l u e  o f  l a n d ,  b u i l d i n g s,  a n d  

m a c h i n e r y  i n  I n d i a n  C o u n t r y.

• A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  N A S S ,  t h e  S u b j e c t  

S e r i e s  o n  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  

R e s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  

A u g u s t  2 9 ,  2 0 2 4 .
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WHAT WAS LEFT OUT



COMPARISON – BIA VS USDA
• 4 6  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  ( B I A )  v s  5 5 . 7  

m i l l i o n  a c r e s  ( U S D A )
• T h e  s p e c i f i c  d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  

r e g u l a t i o n s  m a y  v a r y  
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r i b a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  I n d i a n  
l a n d  a n d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  a n y  
e x i s t i n g  l a n d  u s e  p l a n s  o r  
a g r e e m e n t s .

• I r r i g a t a b l e  v s  n o t  i r r i g a t a b l e  
l a n d s
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H OW  B I A  D E F I N E S  AC R E AG E  

• T h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  
( B I A )  d e f i n e s  a c r e a g e  f o r  
N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  f a r m e r s  i n  
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  i t s  l e a s i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d s  h e l d  i n  t r u s t  b y  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
I n d i a n s  o r  T r i b e s .  

2022 - Census of Agriculture Webinar Series



H OW  U S DA  -  N A S S  D E F I N E S  AC R E AG E  

• W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  d e f i n i n g  a c r e a g e ,  N A S S  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w s  
t h e  U S D A ' s  d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a c r e a g e  i s  t y p i c a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  
f o l l o w s :

• P l a n t e d  A c r e a g e :  T h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  p l a n t e d  w i t h  a  
s p e c i f i c  c r o p .

• H a r v e s t e d  A c r e a g e :  T h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  f r o m  w h i c h  a  c r o p  i s  
h a r v e s t e d .

• C r o p l a n d  A c r e a g e :  T h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  u s e d  f o r  c r o p  
p r o d u c t i o n .

• T o t a l  F a r m  A c r e a g e :  T h e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  o f  a  f a r m ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c r o p l a n d ,  p a s t u r e l a n d ,  w o o d l a n d ,  a n d  o t h e r  l a n d  u s e d  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r p o s e s .
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• What were some of the questions 
regarding acreage in the 2022 Census of 
Agriculture?
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AG CENSUS QUESTIONS



RESOURCES
Village Earth – Native Land Information System

Website: nativeland.info
USDA – NASS
        Website: nass.usda.gov
Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative
       Website: indigenousfoodandag.com
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QUESTION & 
ANSWER



indigenousfoodandag.com @IndigenousFoodandAg Indigenous Food and 
Agriculture Initiative

@foodsovereignty

FOLLOW US
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CENSUS 
OF AGRICULTURE

INDIAN COUNTRY STATS, FACTS & 

MORE

Held on Zoom monthly, every third Wednesday at 

2:30 p.m. Central

• May 15

• June 19

• JULY NONE - IFAI YOUTH SUMMIT

• August 21

• September 18

bit.ly/ICAGCENSUS

JOIN US NEXT TIME



agpolicy@uark.edu

CONTACT US
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