
CENSUS 
OF AGRICULTURE

INDIAN COUNTRY STATS, FACTS & MORE



WHO WE ARE
Started at the University of Arkansas School of Law 

by Dean Emeritus Stacy Leeds and Founding 

Director Janie Simms Hipp in 2013. 

Our Mission

Enhance health and wellness in Tribal communities 

by advancing healthy food systems, diversified 

economic development, and cultural food traditions 

in Indian Country. 



AGENDA

History by the Eras:
• Pre-Colonial
• Treaty
• Removal
• Reservation
• Allotment
• Reorganization Act
• Termination Period
• Self-Determination

Question & Answer
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1492 - 1700s

Colonialism

Waves of major change

Start of land loss

1776 - 1900

 Treaty, Removal & 

Land Loss

Treaties set to ease 

tensions, support non-

Native settlers, reduce 

Native lands, and make 

Native Americans adopt 

Western agriculture by 

becoming yeoman 

farmers.

1900 - 1970s

New Deal & 

Termination

John Collier and the  

Indian Reorganization 

Act of 1934

Termination period

MAJOR TIME PERIODS

1970s - Now

Current Era 

Thriving & growing 

Indian Country food and 

agriculture systems



PRE-CONTACT

• Tribes across the Americas have varied 
ways of counting natural resources and 

food sources that they have employed 
since time immemorial. 
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HISTORY

• What is it? 

• What is it used for? 

• When did it start? 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation - Family Manuscripts (Bourassa) 
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• “Discovery”  -  1832 —  The  U .S .  
estab l ishes terr i tory  where  
sovere ign T r ibes 
“permanent ly”  enjoy  
sovere ignty  through  treat ies 
( internat iona l  law) .  

• T r ibes ceded 1 .75b  acres in  the  
cont iguous U .S .  in  t reat ies

Treaty of Fort Wayne (1809) - Smithsonian
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Treaty  E ra  



Remova l  —  1825 - 1850  

• How d id  count ing  impact  
removal ,  and how does i t  t i e  
in to  today?  
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Reservat ion  E ra  1850  -  1887

• Pr o gr ess !  S o r t  o f .  T he  1 8 6 0  census 
ackno w ledged  Na t i v e  Am er i cans  ex i s ted ,  bu t  d i d  
no t  co unt  them .  

• B y  1 8 7 0 ,  no  I nd i an  Ag  pr o ducer s  ex i s t ,  aga i n .  

• 1 8 8 0  census r e f lects  m o r e  i nput  o n  the  deta i l s  
o f  I nd i an  l ands .  B u t  w hy ?
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Reservat ion  E ra  1850  -  1887

• Po taw ato m i  T r ea ty  o f  
1 8 6 1  estab l i shed  the  
f i r s t  a l l o tm ent  
po l i c i es  i n  I nd i an  
Co untr y .   
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ALLOTMENT  ERA
1887-1934

T H ROU GH  T H E  1 8 8 7  D AW ES  AC T  AL ON E ,
T R I BES  L OST  N EARL Y  3 /4  OF  T H E I R  L AN D S .  

90 MILL ION
ACRES  
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190

0

1890

192

0First significant mentions of 

Indian Territory – modern day 

Oklahoma 

1900 1910 1920

First mention and 

enumeration of Tribal Ag – 

only took 60 years 

No mentions…again Focus on color of farmers

ALLOTMENT  ERA  T IMEL INE



ALLOTMENT  ERA  ( 1887 - 1934)



REORGAN IZAT ION  ERA  ( 1934 - 1940)

Ind ian  Reorgan izat ion  Ac t  o f  1934
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Public Domain



• Far m  Cr i s i s !  D ust  
B o w l !  Fa r m  B i l l !  

• M o r e  f o cus  o n  co lo r  
o f  a  f a r m er ,  no t  any  
o ther  deta i l s  
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REORGAN IZAT ION  ERA  ( 1934 - 1940)



• I n  1 9 4 0  -  2 9 ,7 4 2  
I nd i an - o per a ted  
f a r m s  

• I n  th i s  er a ,  i n  so m e 
i nstances,  the  en t i r e  
r eser v a t i o n  w as 
r epo r ted  as  o ne  f a r m .   
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TERMINAT ION  ERA  ( 1940 -  1961 )  

Photo - College of the Menominee Nation



SELF -DETERMINAT ION  ( 1961  -  PRESENT )

• St i l l  n o t  g r e at  c o u n t s  
• 1 9 7 5  –  I n d ian  Se l f  D e t e r m in at io n Ac t  
• C iv i l  R ight s  E r a   
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190

0

1987

192

0Intertribal 

Agriculture Council 

Forms

1990 1993 2007

Intertribal 

Agriculture Council 

weighs in on

Farm Bill

Indian Agriculture 

Management Act 

Moving in the right 

direction, first individual 

counts

SELF -DETERMINAT ION  AG  CENSUS  T IMEL INE

“The 2007 census was the 

most comprehensive effort to 

date to reach all agriculture 

operations, regardless of size. 

We appreciate our 

relationship with the 

American Indian community 

and the many community-

based organizations across 

the country that helped 

educate their constituents 

about the importance of the 

census. Their support aided 

greatly in our efforts.”

 - NASS 



2017 AG CENSUS

• Indian Country experienced growth across 

the board when it came to food and 

agricultural production when many 

producers outside of Indian Country 

experienced the opposite. 
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2022 CENSUS
• Data from the 2022 Census of Agriculture show the market value of Indian 

Country-produced agricultural products rose by nearly 3 billion dollars, now 
averaging over $6.1 billion in annual economic impact.

• 78,316 American Indian/Alaska Native producers were counted in this Census

• The 2022 data also indicates the average age of Tribal producers was slightly 
lower than the national average, and the number of young Tribal farmers counted 
increased.

• The number of total acres that Tribal producers farm and ranch on increased by 
more than 4 million acres for a total of 63 million acres in Tribal agricultural 
production.

• The data also show continued growth for Tribal food production in areas like 
poultry, crop production, and fruit and tree nut farming. Meanwhile, beef cattle 
ranching continues to represent the largest percentage of Indian Country’s ag 
production at 39% of all Tribal farms.
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2022 CENSUS
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9 .7  
M ILL IO N  N A T IV ES100

M ILL IO N
A CRES T H E  T OT AL  L AN D  MAS S  T H AT  I S  U N D E R  AME R IC AN  

IN D IAN  OR  AL AS K A  N AT IVE  C ON T R OL  I S  AR OU N D  
1 0 0  MIL L ION  AC R E S .  C OL L E C T IVEL Y ,  IN D IAN  
C OU N T R Y  W OU L D  B E  T H E  4 2 N D  B IGGE S T  S T AT E .

" IND IAN  COUNTRY"



QUESTION & 
ANSWER



NATIVE YOUTH 
IN FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 
LEADERSHIP 
SUMMIT 

10TH ANNUAL 

JULY 15 - 23, 2024

APPLY AT:

INDIGENOUS FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE’S 

INDIGENOUSFOODANDAG.COM



indigenousfoodandag.com @IndigenousFoodandAg Indigenous Food and 
Agriculture Initiative

@foodsovereignty
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Series

CENSUS 
OF AGRICULTURE

INDIAN COUNTRY STATS, FACTS & 

MORE

Held on Zoom monthly, every third Wednesday at 

2:30 p.m. Central

• April 17

• May 15

• June 19

• JULY NONE - IFAI YOUTH SUMMIT

• August 21

• September 18

bit.ly/ICAGCENSUS



agpolicy@uark.edu
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